
 

 

 

 

 

11 February 2021 

Submission on: 

Local Electoral (Māori Wards and Māori Constituencies) 

Amendment Bill 

 

Anglican Action wishes to speak to this submission. Please contact:  

Robert Moore 
Social Justice Researcher 
robert.moore@anglicanaction.org.nz  
 

Position: 
Anglican Action supports this Bill. 

We wish to acknowledge all those who have campaigned and supported attempts to establish Māori 

representation at local levels across Aotearoa but have had that overturned by what this Bill seeks to 

redress.  

Comments: 
Aligining the treatment of Māori wards and constituencies with general wards and constituencies 

removes a legal discrimination against Māori in Aotearoa. Where the United Nations Declaration of 

Rights of Indigenous Peoples declared, “Indigenous peoples and individuals are free and equal to all 

other people…” (Article 2, 2007), that equality has not been realised hitherto by the privilege 

afforded to non-Māori in having the right to petition and overturn establishing Māori wards while 

this is not the case for non-Māori wards.  

Those who may challenge or fear this Bill, likely benefit from successive legislation that has 

privileged one above the other. It is a hard claim to make that removing a racist loophole to overturn 

a decision made by democratically elected officials is undemocratic. Perhaps opponents of this Bill 

and those who consider direct democracy as some sacred tenet might prefer the imposition of the 

Athenian city state politics; wherein the right to vote was restricted to adult males who had 

completed military training, and 80-90% of the population did not participate because they were 

either; slaves, freed slaves, children, women, or foreigners living in the city. Is this what they mean 

by democracy? Improving participation improves democracy. Improving representation improves 

democracy. This Bill improves democracy in Aotearoa.  

Just because something is lawful doesn’t mean it isn’t racist. Those who say otherwise must have a 

very limited and privileged perspective on the realities of this place we all now call home. The legacy 

of this Parliament to create and perpetuate racist legislation has been forgotten by too many, but is 

a lived memory to those who were victim.  To name just one example, in our region the New 
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Zealand Settlement Act 1863 enabled the confiscation of 1.2 million hectares of Māori land.  Being 

legally right doesn’t necessitate being morally right. 

Anglican Action is the Mission for the Anglican Diocese of Waikato and Taranaki. In our work, we 

overwhelmingly work alongside Māori. We work with Māori babies and their mothers as an often 

last chance residential intervention to keep that whānau together. We work in the Youth Justice 

system, providing mentoring and support to many rangatahi Māori, the majority of whom are living 

in motels. We work with Māori men and women coming home to the community from time spent in 

prison. And we provide bespoke accommodation for many of our wāhine Māori who would 

otherwise be in prison awaiting sentencing simply because they have no safe address to be bailed to. 

The context of our work in Waikato is the legacy of those 1.2 million hectares of confiscated Māori 

land.  

We see more and more the adoption of Māori names and bylines, a whakatauki here and there, 

strategic plans and Māori friendly PR stunts. We welcome the intent, yet despite much of this work 

we still see a Pākehā majority imposing Westerncentric ideas and values upon Māori. To fully realise 

the aspiration to improve upon this, these changes need Māori to develop and to deliver, they need 

Māori in governance, and Māori leadership. To achieve the lasting transformational changes needed 

in the lives of the people we service, we need –as a nation- to unlearn Pākehā hegemony. All of New 

Zealand will be better off when Māori are better off.  

Our main work is in Kirikiriroa Hamilton. In the entire history of our city, only three Māori have ever 

been elected to the City Council. For a city with a Māori population of 23.7% (2018 Census) this is a 

damning figure. In May 2011, the six-member crew of the space shuttle Discovery visited our city. 

This produced a most astronomical comparison; that more astronauts have been to Hamilton than 

we have had Māori elected onto Council.  

Māori leadership at a council level makes complete sense. Who better understands that the 

wellbeing of a community is dependent upon the wellbeing of the land, than those who have their 

very identity created and nurtured by the land? The whakapapa relationship to where we are from 

mandates our guardianship of that place on behalf of our tūpuna for those who will come next. For 

Māori, the commitment to place is non-negotiable.  

To fully realise the Crown’s obligations under Te Tiriti o Waitangi significant work is required to 

improve equity between Māori and non-Māori. This Bill goes some way towards this. 

 

No reira, tēnā koutou, tēnā koutou, tēnā koutou katoa.  


